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forced many from their homes, put many hundreds of acres of choice 
lands under water and brought decline to the community. 

For some years the industrial leaders of Utah and the nation had 
realized the value of a reservoir along Provo River. The growth of 
Utah's major industrial centers, including Salt Lake City and Provo, 
created a vast need for water storage and new hydro-electric projects. 

Thus, in 1938 work began ona reservoir in the lower part of Wasatch 
County, known as the Deer Creek project. Three years were required to 
complete the dam, which held back the water that began to inundate 
Charleston. ; 

Even though Charleston's landscape has changed considerably over 
the years, the people have not changed. As the waters began to rise be- 
hind the dam, many were forced to move their homes to other areas. 
However, those who remained have held fast to the fundamental virtues 
‘of courage and integrity that have played so great a part in shaping the 
lives of men. 

As far as can be determined, the first two white men to camp in the 
area of Charleston were Charles Shelton and his brother-in-law, Alex 
Wilkins. They were surveyors from Provo, and came into the valley to 
lay out some of the property. 

The first settlers to take up land claims in Charleston were George 
Noakes, William Manning and Mr, Manning's son, Freeman, who were 
all from Provo. They came in the spring of 1859 and put in a limited 
crop of grain, but lost the entire crop through frost. William Manning 
built a log house and corral on his land, which was Charleston's first 
permanent building, During the winter of 1859-60, Mr. Manning wintered 
some stock on his ranch. 

Others were soon attracted to the Charleston area and began to take 
up land for homes ‘and farms. Ephraim K. Hanks, an able assistant to 
President Brigham Young in the pioneer trek 0 847 brought his family 
to Charleston to settle. Mr. Hanks, noted as a scout and peace-maker 
among the Indians, was also instrumental in saving the Martin Hand- 
cart Company from starvation in the snows of Wyoming. 

Early in 1860 John 5. McAffce and his family arrived from Scot- 
land and began settling some of the lands near Mr, Hanks. Others who 
daimed farm land in the Charleston area Were John Ritchie, Nymphas 
C. Murdock, William Wright, Lewis Mecham, Enoch _ Richins, George 


W. Brown, lous Brown and William Bagley. 

The governmen pened up Charleston to homesteading in 1862 
and the records show that John Eldrige was one of the first to receive 
homestead rights. He died before his homesteading time was completed, 
but his wife, Sina Eldrige completed the homestead. Others who took 
out homestead rights in Charleston included David Walker, George 
Noakes, George T’. Giles, Joseph E, Taylor, Stanley Davis, Joseph Bag- 
ley, Finity Daybell, Emmanuel Richman, George Simmons, Esther Davies, 
Joseph Nelson, Isaac Brown, William Winterton, David Young, Eli 
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and other organizations of th i 
endl ot Cae e ward to help build up the Church as a 
Missionary service to the world i i 
; rid in spreading the good / 
bai pee geen oad ig to members of the Charleston Ward os 
4 1 the ward is small, 72 missionaries have b the 
from the ward and have served i Aen eae, 
E n nearly every mission field i 
Education has been pri >| or eh egoac  ehaon 4 
prized by Charleston residents, and 
_ and th ab- 
ae, of aryogls was given much attention by early settlers — 
fein en the community was re-settled after the Black Hawk Tndian 
ai nora 1867, William Chatwin taught school in a log home 
i illiam Wright also taught school for several winters in George Brown's 
a rs well as the homes of William Bagley and the McAffee's : 
fe Soret en were Pelt ey three months during the winter, and 
|! $1 a month or ‘or the season, payable by th ' 
in eggs, butter, vegetables, hay or anything they aa acai ens 


“ments were rare. 


ohn Brown, a poor man, but i 
h Nat: "man, possessing a good education, taugl 
re ih ena gston beginning about 187. By 1873 the ener 
a school house and the labor bi G i 
ee eae egan, George Smith and 
E A re reported to have gone to Salt Lake Ci 
Pucca doors and windows for the school. In the a 
cture, the desks were long boards hun hi 
atrushute, the. deabe were lc g on hinges, so they could be 
s p and allow the room to be used f ial 
purposes. The girls sat around the outsi ; he 
sat a tside of tl 
was ie bench and table at which the boys sat. ei ta tierce 
i ere in this school in addition to Mr. Brown included Richard 
ee ee first teachers from outside the valley 
arles ir . They were J. R. Terry fr raper i | 
Lake valley and a Miss Coats from Di icuake —— 
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The Charleston Elementary School constructed in 1902 and still in use. 
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Joseph Barlow Forbes, son of Joseph and 
Sarah Ann Gilpatrick Forbes was born in 
Bangor, Maine, January 29, 1840. The 
family later moved to Boston, Massachusetts 
where Joseph received a liberal education 
in the schools there. During vacation time, 
he made several extended voyages to Sicily 
and around the Cape of Good Hope to In- 
dia on board his uncle's ship. 

When the Civil War broke out, Joseph 
enlisted in the Union Army and served un- 
der General George B. McClellan. He took 
part in the Battle of Bull Run and in the 
Peninsular Campaign. He was invalided 
out of the service in 1863 having been pro- 
moted to the rank of 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Ind Maine Volunteers. Shortly afterward, 
he was assigned to military duty in Cali- 
fornia and sailed from Boston around Cape 
Horn to San Francisco. He served on_the 
staff of General Bidwell as Adjutant Gen- 
eral. 

In the summer of 1865, he journeyed 
through Salt Lake City on his way East. 
Arriving in Utah, he met Brigham Young 
and was persuaded by him, to open a school 
in American Fork, Utah. Here he estab- 
lished the first free school in Utah and all 
of his remaining sixty-two years in the 
schools of that city with the exception of 
nine years in Colorado, one year in Weber 
County, two years at the LDS College in 
Salt Lake and one year at Midway, Wa- 
satch County, Utah. It was while he taught 
in the Midway schools that he was baptized 
a member of the LDS Church by Elder John 
Huber. 

In 1866 he married Nancy Dayton, the 


marriage was later solemnized in the Salt 
Lake Temple. To them were born thirteen 
children, four sons and nine daughters. He 
was married to Mary Jane Gardner in 1879 
in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City. 
They became the parents of eleven children, 
three boys and eight girls. 

Because of his long service in the schools 
of American Fork, a school building was 
erected in his honor and a monument to him 
was placed in the city park, In 1921, hun- 
dreds of his former pupils from all over the 
state and nation joined together with his 
friends in celebrating “Forbes Day,” pay- 
ing him a tribute seldom equaled in any 
man's life time. 

Joseph Fi. Forbes was not only active in 
education but also in civic and church af- 
fairs, holding many offices in his home town. 
At his death in May, 1927, flags on public 
buildings Hew at halfmast. As the funerai 
cortege passed through the streets to the 
tabernacle, hundreds of school children lined 
both sides of the street, each placing a flower 
on his casket. 

OF his large family, seven girls survive 
him at the present time. They are: Mrs. 
Robert (Emily) Sweeten, Mrs. William 
(Olive) Young, and Mrs. James (Ruby) 
White of Salt Lake City; Mrs. Henry (El- 
len) Maag of Provo, Mrs. Joseph (Ida) 
Nielsen of Idaho Falls and Mrs. Cortez 
(Lenore) Christensen of Sheiley, Idaho and 
Mrs. Don (Kathryn) Clyde of Heber City, 
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